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The Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program was founded by Vanguard as an independent,
nonprofit organization. A majority of the Program’s trustees are independent of Vanguard.
Although Vanguard provides certain investment management and administrative services
to the Program through a service agreement, the Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Program is not a program or an activity of Vanguard. 

Welcome.

The value in giving
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to the Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program.
This booklet will tell you about:

• Partnering with the Program—our ongoing 
relationship with you.

• How to administer and report your giving activity.

• Online tools and services that help you get the
most out of your program account.

• The ways that donors use their program accounts
to fulfill their giving goals.

Welcome.

Dear Philanthropic Partner:

Welcome to the Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program, and thank 
you for placing your trust in us—we strive daily to merit it. You have joined
thousands of generous donors whose commitment to bettering the world
is shown by the billions of dollars they have contributed to the Program and
recommended for grants nationwide. It is our privilege to assist you as you
join them in creating part of the great story of giving in America.

Perhaps you are wondering what comes next for your new donor-advised
fund account. This booklet is the key to becoming familiar with the
Program, and will help you access all that we offer to add value to your 
giving. It also comes with our pledge of transparency and service as we
help you reach your philanthropic goals.

If you have any questions about using your donor-advised account, 
about recommending grants or making additional contributions, or about
charitable-giving options in general, I encourage you to call our tenured 
representatives at 888-383-4483. They will be delighted to help make it
easier for you to help others.

Once again, thank you for your generosity, and for choosing the Vanguard
Charitable Endowment Program as your partner in giving. We look forward
to working with you.

Sincerely,

Benjamin R. Pierce
Executive Director

your gift
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Your privileges as an account advisor 
As an account advisor to a donor-advised
fund at the Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Program, you have access to all that the
Program has to offer. At any time, you may:

• Recommend grants to U.S.-based 
public charities.

• Request investment pool exchanges 
to reallocate account assets.

• Authorize changes to the account’s
Succession Plan.

• Make additional contributions to build 
the account.

• Obtain account information online or 
by telephone.

• Authorize account access for a third party,
such as your financial advisor.

Getting started
Once your donor-advised account is fully
established and funded, you may wonder,
“What happens next?” The Program is 
ready to help you with:

Questions. If you have questions, visit
www.vanguardcharitable.org or call one 
of our knowledgeable representatives 
at 888-383-4483 on business days from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Eastern time.

Tax reporting. Ask for our helpful guide, How
to Value Your Contribution for Tax Purposes,
or download it from the website. (Only con-

tributions to the Program are tax-deductible,
not grants from your program account.)

Grant recommendations. Register for 
secure account access (see page 3), add
your favorite charities to your online list, 
and recommend single or recurring grants
anytime. Or call us to request a Grant
Recommendation form by mail. (Processing
of grant recommendations generally takes
five to seven business days.)

Additional gifts. Tax-deductible contributions
of $5,000 or more can be added to your 
program account at any time. Read our
instructional form entitled How to Make New
or Additional Contributions to get started.

Reports and confirmations. You’ll receive
confirmations of each contribution and 
grant as well as quarterly account activity
statements. A newsletter with helpful tips
accompanies the statements. And each
autumn, you’ll receive the Program’s Annual
Report, with audited financial results and
highlights of the year’s philanthropic events.
(Account activity reports and statements 
can also be viewed and downloaded at 
the website.)

Avoiding processing difficulties. Each year,
nearly 25 percent of our donors’ grant rec-
ommendations and half of their contributions
occur in November and December. Minimize
potential delays by initiating all activity before
Thanksgiving, and by following the important
grant guidelines detailed in the enclosed
Policies and Guidelines brochure.

with us and what to expect

your  relationship

Creative examples
Donors have found a multitude of ways 
to support their charitable goals with our
donor-advised fund. One couple allows 
their children to suggest periodic grant 
recommendations so that they will become
comfortable with philanthropy. Another
Program donor is building his donor-advised
account during his working years so that he
can continue supporting his favorite charities
in retirement. Some donors establish funds
to memorialize loved ones by supporting
causes that were important to them.

Beyond your lifetime
Many donors appreciate our donor-advised
fund’s potential to continue its benefits
beyond their lifetimes. Naming the Vanguard

Charitable Endowment Program as a 
beneficiary of your IRA, trust, or insurance
policy can greatly reduce estate taxes. 
And your program account could continue
supporting charities forever, either with
grants recommended by successor advisors
or with the Endowed Grant Plan, which is
described in the accompanying Policies and
Guidelines brochure.

Getting the most from your 
Program account
The chart below lists some of the many 
uses of donor-advised funds. Please call 
us at 888-383-4483 if you have questions
about how the Program can help you reach
your philanthropic goals.

how to create a giving legacy

your  goals

Donor-advised funds can help you:

• Minimize capital gains tax liability. • Offset taxes on a financial windfall.

• Set up a memorial fund. • Consolidate paperwork.

• Build gradually to allow significant future grants. • Prepare for philanthropic activity in retirement.

• Support charities anonymously. • Create an exit strategy from a private foundation.

• Establish a philanthropic legacy. • Mix estate planning with charitable giving.
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How to register
Register for the Program’s secure online
account access and monitor your philanthropy
online at any time of day or night. To sign up:

Visit www.vanguardcharitable.org.

Click on “Log in or register” on the right-
hand side of the screen.

Click on “Register for online access” and 
follow the simple instructions. (Remember 
to have your Social Security number, account
number, and e-mail address handy.)

Secure account services
As soon as you have registered, you can log
in and:

• View account activity, including the 
status of contributions and grant 
recommendations.

• Download account activity reports in
spreadsheet form.

• Download recent account statements.

• Search for your favorite charities.

• Recommend grants and edit pending 
grant requests.

how to gain online access

your  account

CHARITABLE
ENDOWMENT PROGRAM

VANGUARD

Your journey: how to begin today
Thank you for choosing the Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program 
as your philanthropic partner. Whatever your giving goals may be, we
promise to help you achieve them as best we can.

To enter the world of donor-advised philanthropy, go to www.vanguard
charitable.org now and register for secure online account access. 
We look forward to your visit.
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